Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #8
                           *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Jerry Sturm; *Earl Zartman, (Hosp); *Kayla Gonder, (had procedure);  *Jerry Valentine, (Diane Shaffer’s brother-in-law);  Lori Graeff, (Charlie/Gail Shertzer’s daughter); Dennis Croutharmel; Arletta Thomas, (Hosp.); Rahn Cooper and family; Ken Bechtel; Gary Fetterhoff; Marissa Faust; Aaron Herb; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Baby Sophia, Ben & Sarah Heinbaugh; Ray Meredith; Carole Fetterhoff, Sue Maichle; Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer;  Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Ellen Snyder; Ben Rissinger; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Dana Welcomer; Ruth Boyer; Kelly Malave; Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf;  Sue Miller
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                                          [image: image1.emf]


                                  FEBRUARY 20, 2022
      Seventh Sunday After Epiphany
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                              Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

   Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
              Please note: Valleys has a new email!
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Liturgist: To be announced
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
February 20, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Seventh Sunday After Epiphany
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                 Norine Goss                  

L:   God, you split rocks in the wilderness, and gave your people abundant drink, as from the deep.

P:  Come to us, Lord. Give us that abundant water.
L:  You made streams come out of the rock, and caused waters to flow down like rivers.

P:  Come to us, Lord. Send the waters down upon us.
L:  You turned the desert into pools of water, the parched land into springs of water.

P:  Come to us, Lord. Create springs in the parched desert of our hearts.
L:  As a deer longs for flowing streams, so our souls long for you, O God.

P:  Our souls thirst for God, for the living God. Come to us, Lord, and fill our longing. 
Invocation                                                  Norine Goss
God of our hearts…here we are! We’ve come with thirsty hearts, praying that your Word will satisfy us. We come with aching hearts, praying for good news to comfort us. We come with overflowing hearts, praying for a chance to share your love. You, who know our hearts and hear our prayers, be with us now in this hour of worship. Amen.

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
O. Test.:  Exodus 17:1-7               (See Insert)  Bob Endy
Psalm: Psalm 23 (Responsively)   (See Insert)   Liturgist
N. Test.: 1 Peter 3:18-22              (See Insert)  Bridget Campbell 
Hymn -   “O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus”         Page 211
* Gospel: John 4:4-42                     (See Insert)  Liturgist                      
Sermon:         “Living Water”   Deke Rider, Guest Speaker
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn -   “I Know Whom I Have Believed”             Page 409
Benediction
                                               
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”      Liturgist
Response: “And also with you.”                      Congregation



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today February 20, 2022  the Seventh Sunday After Epiphany!  We welcome Deke Rider, Executive Director of Camp Hebron, as our Guest Speaker today.

Masks are no longer required but strongly encouraged. Social distancing is not required but please do so if you feel more comfortable. Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you. 
Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Weekly Devotionals/bulletins are mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website. If you no longer wish to have the weekly bulletin and devotional mailed to you, please call the church office (717-896-3118) or email us at valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
Pastor Dave will be away Feb. 17 thru Feb. 20. If there is a ministerial emergency, please call the church office.
CHURCH CALENDAR 
          
Feb.  20 - 9:00AM - Sunday School 
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -
               Deke Rider (Executive Director of Camp Hebron), Guest Speaker (Pastor Dave will be away)
Feb. 27 - 9:00AM - Sunday School 
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

Mar. 6 - 9:00AM - Sunday School 
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

LAY READERS: Feb. 20 - Bob Endy, Bridget Campbell; Feb. 27 - Theresa Miller, Ed Berra; Mar. 6 - Marie Herb, Donna Novinger
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Feb. 20 - Bob Endy; Feb. 27 - Ed & Peggy Berra; Mar. 6 - Donna Novinger 
*Lay Readers and Sunday School Teachers please note: If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger and the church office. Thank you. 
EASTER FLOWERS: See Donna Novinger to order your Easter flowers on Sundays after Worship service. All orders and money must be in by Sunday March 6th.  Available flowers:

6” Tulips - $11.00 each          8” Tulips - $18.00 each
6” Daffodils - $11.00 each      8” Daffodils - $15.00 each
6” Lily - $13.00 each         4” African Violets - $5.00 (for shut-ins)
2021 YEAR END REPORTS are still available. 2021 STATEMENTS were mailed. If you have not received your statement, please call the church office (717-896-3118).
Attendance: 
In-person worship for Feb. 13 was 25.
Face book views for Feb. 13 as of Feb. 16 was 48.
Face book views for Feb. 6 as of Feb. 16 was 47.
Face book views for Jan. 30 as of Feb. 16 was 100. 
      1st SCRIPTURE READING - O. Test. - Exodus 17:1-7 (NLT)
17 At the Lord’s command, the whole community of Israel left the wilderness of Sin and moved from place to place. Eventually they camped at Rephidim, but there was no water there for the people to drink. 2 So once more the people complained against Moses. “Give us water to drink!” they demanded. “Quiet!” Moses replied. “Why are you complaining against me? And why are you testing the

Lord?” 3 But tormented by thirst, they continued to argue with Moses. “Why did you bring us out of Egypt? Are you trying to kill us, our children, and our livestock with thirst?” 4 Then Moses cried out to the Lord, “What should I do with these people? They are ready to stone me!” 5 The Lord said to Moses, “Walk out in front of the people. Take your staff, the one you used when you struck the water of the Nile, and call some of the elders of Israel to join you. 6 I will stand before you on the rock at Mount Sinai. Strike the rock, and water will come gushing out. Then the people will be able to drink.” So Moses struck the rock as he was told, and water gushed out as the elders looked on. 7 Moses named the place Massah (which means “test”) and Meribah (which means”arguing”) because the people of Israel argued with Moses and tested the Lord by saying, “Is the Lord here with us or not?”
2nd Reading - Psalm 23:1-6 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 The Lord is my shepherd; I have all that I need.
2 He lets me rest in green meadows; he leads me beside peaceful streams.
3 He renews my strength. He guides me along right paths, bringing
  honor to his name.
4 Even when I walk through the darkest valley, I will not be afraid, for you are close beside me. Your rod and your staff protect and comfort me.
5 You prepare a feast for me in the presence of my enemies. You honor me by anointing my head with oil. 
My cup overflows with blessings.
6 Surely your goodness and unfailing love will pursue me all the days of my life, and I will live in the house of the Lord forever.
3rd Reading - N. Test. - 1 Peter 3:18-22 (NLT)
18 Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. He never sinned, but he died for sinners to bring you safely home to God. He 
suffered physical death, but he was raised to life in the Spirit. 19 So 
3rd Reading - N. Test. - 1 Peter 3:18-22 (NLT)
he went and preached to the spirits in prison— 20 those who disobeyed God long ago when God waited patiently while Noah was building his boat. Only eight people were saved from drowning in that terrible flood. 21 And that water is a picture of baptism, which now saves you, not by removing dirt from your body, but as a response to God from a clean conscience. It is effective because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 22 Now Christ has gone to heaven. He is seated in the place of honor next to God, and all the angels and authorities and powers accept his authority.
*4th Reading - Gospel - John 4:4-42 (NLT)
4 He had to go through Samaria on the way. 5 Eventually he came to the Samaritan village of Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there; and Jesus, tired from the long walk, sat wearily beside the well about noontime. 7 Soon a Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Please give me a drink.” 8 He was alone at the time because his disciples had gone into the village to buy some food. 9 The woman was surprised, for Jews refuse to have anything to do with Samaritans. She said to Jesus, “You are a Jew, and I am a Samaritan woman. Why are you asking me for a drink?” 10 Jesus replied, “If you only knew the gift God has for you and who you are speaking to, you would ask me, and I would give you living water.” 11 “But sir, you don’t have a rope or a bucket,” she said, “and this well is very deep. Where would you get this living water? 12 And besides, do you think you’re greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us this well? How can you offer better water than he and his sons and his animals enjoyed?” 13 Jesus replied, “Anyone who drinks this water will soon become thirsty again. 14 But those who drink the water I give will never be thirsty again. It becomes a fresh, bubbling spring within them, giving them eternal life.” 15 “Please, sir,” the woman said, “give me this water! Then I’ll never be thirsty again, and I won’t have to come here to get water.” 16 “Go and get your husband,” Jesus told her. 17 “I don’t have a husband,” the woman replied. Jesus said, “You’re right! You don’t have a husband- 18 for you have had five husbands, and you aren’t even married to the man you’re living with now. You certainly spoke the truth!” 19 “Sir,” the woman said, “you must be a prophet. 20 So tell me, why is it that you Jews insist that Jerusalem is the only place of worship, while we Samaritans claim it is here at Mount Gerizim, where our ancestors 
*4th Reading - Gospel - John 4:4-42 (NLT)
worshiped?” 21 Jesus replied, “Believe me, dear woman, the time is coming when it will no longer matter whether you worship the Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans know very little about the one you worship, while we Jews know all about him, for salvation comes through the Jews. 23 But the time is coming—indeed it’s here now—when true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth. The Father is looking for those who will worship him that way. 24 For God is Spirit, so those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.” 25 The woman said, “I know the Messiah is coming—the one who is called Christ. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.” 26 Then Jesus told her, “I am the Messiah!” 27 Just then his disciples came back. They were shocked to find him talking to a woman, but none of them had the nerve to ask, “What do you want with her?” or “Why are you talking to her?” 28 The woman left her water jar beside the well and ran back to the village, telling everyone, 29 “Come and see a man who told me everything I ever did! Could he possibly be the Messiah?” 30 So the people came streaming from the village to see him. 31 Meanwhile, the disciples were urging Jesus, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32 But Jesus replied, “I have a kind of food you know nothing about.” 33 “Did someone bring him food while we were gone?” the disciples asked each other. 34 Then Jesus explained: “My nourishment comes from doing the will of God, who sent me, and from finishing his work. 35 You know the saying, ‘Four months between planting and harvest.’ But I say, wake up and look around. The fields are already ripe for harvest. 36 The harvesters are paid good wages, and the fruit they harvest is people brought to eternal life. What joy awaits both the planter and the harvester alike!

37 You know the saying, ‘One plants and another harvests.’ And it’s true. 38 I sent you to harvest where you didn’t plant; others had already done the work, and now you will get to gather the harvest.” 39 Many Samaritans from the village believed in Jesus because the woman had said, “He told me every-thing I ever did!” 40 When they came out to see him, they begged him to stay in their village. So he stayed for two days, 41 long enough for many more to hear his message and believe. 42 They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.”
History of Hymn: “O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus” (Page 211)

    The Hymn “O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus" is a well-known Christian hymn, written by the London merchant Samuel Trevor Francis. Francis (1834–1925) had a spiritual turning point as a teenager, contemplating suicide one night on a bridge over the River Thames. He was wonderfully changed by a personal experience of the love of Christ. Experiencing a renewal of faith, he went on to author many poems and hymns and was a preacher in addition to his merchant career.   The song compares Jesus' love to the ocean in scope, emphasizing the limitless, unchanging, and sacrificial nature of God's affections for the singer and all of humanity. The deep love described in the first line of every stanza is reflected well in Ephesians 3:17-19: And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God (NIV).
      The hymn is rich in oceanic language, a suitable image for the concepts of depth and size, but the metaphor also describes movement, direction: “rolling … underneath me, all around me, is the current of thy love.” In the second stanza, the author sees the manifestation of this love in the sacrificial death of Christ. The proper response to this love is to “spread his praise from shore to shore.” The author is also amazed how such love could be offered to one who is “polluted, sinful, wretched.” This idea is echoed in Romans 5:8, “God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (ESV). 
MISSION OFFERING donations (January thru April) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM.  

GIRL SCOUTS Trp. 10728 meets 2nd & 4th Sun. 5:30-7PM; Trp.11300 meets 1 & 3 Mon.; Trp. 10740 meets 2nd & 4th Tues. 5:45-8PM; Trp. 11301 meets 2nd Thurs. 6-7:30PM; Trp. 11570 meets every other Friday 6-7:30PM. G. S. Leaders meet 1st Mon. of the month.
Hymn: “O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus”   (Page 211 Red Hymnal)
Samuel Trevor Francis | Thomas John Williams

CCLI Song # 137178 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1   O the deep deep love of Jesus
Vast unmeasured boundless free
Rolling as a mighty ocean
In its fullness over me
Verse 2    Underneath me all around me
Is the current of His love
Leading onward leading homeward
To my glorious rest above
Verse 3    O the deep deep love of Jesus
Love of ev'ry love the best
'Tis an ocean vast of blessing
'Tis the source of peace and rest
Verse 4    O the deep deep love of Jesus
'Tis a heav'n of heav'ns to me
And it lifts me up to glory
For it lifts me up to Thee
Verse 5    O the deep deep love of Jesus
Spread His praise from shore to shore
Sing of His greatness sing of His goodness
Sing of His love forevermore
Link for Hymn “O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus” (Pg.  211):
https://youtu.be/r_D8qg3yAnw?t=1
            SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *******************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

 ********************************************************
Hymn:  “I Know Whom I Have Believed” (Pg 409 in Red hymnal)

Daniel Webster Whittle | James McGranahan    EL NATHAN Public Domain

CCLI Song # 31762 CCLI License # 2572107

Verse 1:  I know not why God's wondrous grace
To me He hath made known
Nor why unworthy Christ in love
Redeemed me for His own                 Chorus

Chorus:   But I know whom I have believed
And am persuaded that He is able
To keep that which I've committed
Unto Him against that day
Verse 2:   I know not how this saving faith
To me He did impart
Nor how believing in His word
Wrought peace within my heart        Chorus

Verse 3:   I know not how the Spirit moves
Convincing men of sin
Revealing Jesus through the Word
Creating faith in Him                       Chorus
Verse 4:  I know not when my Lord may come
At night or noonday fair
Nor if I'll walk the vale with Him
Or meet Him in the air                     Chorus
Link for hymn: “I Know Whom I Have Believed”  (Page 409):

https://youtu.be/Yz2iJQL-YN0?t=3 

History of Hymn: “I know Whom I Have Believed” Pg. 409
 This hymn was written by Daniel Webster Whittle (Nov. 22, 1840  - March 4, 1901) was a 19th-century American gospel song lyricist, evangelist, and Bible teacher. While working for the Elgin Clock Company, he became closely associated with Dwight Lyman Moody, who successfully encouraged him to go into evangelistic work.  Whittle wrote mostly under the pseudonym "El Nathan" although editors of later hymnals routinely credit his actual name. 
Of his approximately 200 hymns, "I Know Whom I Have Believed" and "Showers of Blessing" are among the most familiar. James McGranahan wrote the tunes for both of those and for Whittle's "Banner of the Cross" as well. The name of the tune associated with 
History of Hymn:“I know Whom I Have Believed” Pg. 409
 (Continued)

"I Know Whom I Have Believed" is EL NATHAN, Whittle's pseudonym. The chorus of the hymn is based on 2 Timothy 1:12, “… for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.”
FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday Mar. 8, 2022, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Fish (fish sticks for kids), macaroni & cheese, salad (Choice of French or Ranch or Italian dressing), fruit salad, dessert (Choice of Choc cake w/PB or Choc cake w/white or Yellow cake w/white or Yellow cake w/choc). Meals must be reserved by Thurs. Mar. 3rd. Please see signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.

CANDY FUNDRAISER; There are brochures and order forms available on the cupboard at the church front door if you wish to take one to take candy orders.  There also is an order form on the table in the narthex if you wish to put on a church order. If you have questions, please see Bridget Campbell. 

All Checks should be made out to The Valleys E.C.C.  

Paper orders and online orders being shipped to the church are due Sunday March 6.  Online orders being shipped to person are due Sunday April 3rd.

PLEASE NOTE: VALLEYS HAS A NEW EMAIL! 
It is valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com or 

Valleysecc.Halifax@gmail.com will work also. 

We will be discontinuing the Verizon email at some point.
NEW DIRECTORY: If anyone has a new address or a new addition to your family to be included in the updated directory, please email the church. We are currently transitioning to a new email ValleysEcc.Halifax@GMail.com (At this time you can use both Verizon email and Gmail until transition is complete and any possible glitches are worked out.)

ALTAR FLOWERS:  Please be aware the cost for altar flowers has increased to $35.00 if anyone wishes to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
                                                             Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #8
  

February 20, 2022          
 
       
     “Living Water”

   
      
                   7th  Sunday After Epiphany
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:

L: God, you split rocks in the wilderness, and gave your people abundant drink, as from           

     the deep.

P: Come to us, Lord. Give us that abundant water.
L: You made streams come out of the rock, and caused waters to flow down like rivers.

P: Come to us, Lord. Send the waters down upon us.
L: You turned the desert into pools of water, the parched land into springs of water.

P: Come to us, Lord. Create springs in the parched desert of our hearts.
L: As a deer longs for flowing streams, so our souls long for you, O God.

P: Our souls thirst for God, for the living God. Come to us, Lord, and fill our      

     longing. 
Invocation:

God of our hearts…here we are! We’ve come with thirsty hearts, praying that your Word will satisfy us. We come with aching hearts, praying for good news to comfort us. We come with overflowing hearts, praying for a chance to share your love. You, who know our hearts and hear our prayers, be with us now in this hour of worship. Amen.

Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Exodus 17:1-7
Responsive: Psalm 23

New Testament: 1 Peter 3:18-22

*Gospel: John 4:4-42
Meditation:

“Living Water”


We all know that we need water to survive. It’s basic biology. Our bodies are made up of mostly water. Our planet’s surface is mostly water. Yet we need water within certain parameters to live. It has to be fresh water, not salt. It has to be relatively free of bacteria and other contaminants in order to be consumable. Without water our bodies quickly start to dehydrate and death is a mere days away if we fail to get enough water. Early warning signs of dehydration include headaches, fatigue, disorientation, dizziness, and so on. When I first was recovering from surgery, the bare minimum water intake was 32 ounces. We need water to live. And Jesus uses this elemental need to help a Samaritan woman connect with her deep need for God and his love; a need just as vital to survival as water. 


Jesus and his disciples leave the region of Judea and head to Galilee by way of Samaria. To say Samaritans and Israelites didn’t get along would be a big understatement. Samaritans were the descendants of the Babylonians who had conquered the southern kingdom of Judah, and the small remnant of Israelites who were left behind when the rest of Judah were taken in captivity. Samaritans were seen as the result of Jews who had compromised their ethnic and religious heritage by intermarrying with the Babylonians. Despite the tensions between the Jewish people and the Samaritans, John’s Gospel tells us that Jesus had to go though there. 


Jesus is at a town well when a Samaritan woman comes to draw water. In Jesus’ interaction with this woman he breaks down several cultural barriers to offer this woman God’s love. It’s interesting to note the time of day that the woman comes. It’s much later in the day than when other women from the town would come to gather the water. She is obviously ostracized in some way. 


“Will you give me a drink?” Jesus asks the woman. She is caught off guard because he is a man to whom she is not married. Talking to another man without a male relative present was taboo. Secondly she is Samaritan and he is Jewish. These were just two reasons that Jesus’ request was so disarming. 


Jesus offers her ‘living water’ which increases her confusion. The dialogue that continues is wonderful. To summarize, Jesus tells her that this living water is a gift from God who loves her deeply. That this water would give her eternal life, and never run out. The water from the well, which had cultural and religious significance, would only satisfy thirst temporarily. It would keep you alive, but requires you to go and draw from it each day. The water from this well was something you had to draw from and then ingest in order to benefit from it, whereas living water would come from a spring within a person. A spring that’s source is none other than the Holy Spirit. 


The woman thinks this sounds good, but still doesn’t quite get it. She still thinks Jesus is talking about physical water, yet she likes the idea of having an endless supply of it. Jesus tells her to get her husband and come back. The woman replies that she has no husband. Jesus reveals that he knows about her history with men. That she’s had several husbands and the man she’s with now is not her husband. A lot of people suggest that’s because she’s been sexually promiscuous. Another possibility is that she’s been used by these men. After all, in those times a woman had no power. The husband had the power. She had no power to divorce, only a husband could do that. If she had been unfaithful, why was she not brought up on charges of adultery? Jesus may have been her first interaction with a man who had her best interest in mind. Between Jesus revealing what he knew of her history and his being kind and caring towards her, she sees him as a prophet; a man of God. 


They then get into a discussion about whose religion is correct; who is worshiping God the ‘correct’ way. Jesus moves past the tired and old arguments and says that true worship of God is a matter of the heart. True worship happens when a person worships God in spirit and truth. When a person worships out of an overwhelming response of love to God’s grace and mercy. This is the true worship to come. The woman is drawn into Jesus’ words even more, and that’s when Jesus reveals that he is the Messiah that was promised. 


The woman is so moved by Jesus’ presence with her that she runs to the town which has marginalized her in so many ways and tells people to come and meet the man who has told her everything about her. After they meet Jesus, they too come to believe in him. They believe not just because of her testimony, but because they have met Jesus for themselves. 


Have you drunk deep from the well of God’s love? Have you found acceptance and freedom in Jesus that springs up inside you? May you drink deep of all that Jesus offers. May you find it to be a resource of love and joy that never runs out. And may you find that you can’t help but tell others of what you’ve found in Jesus. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Holy God, whose Spirit moved over the waters at the dawn of creation, hear our prayers for all who thirst today. We pray for those who are spiritually thirsty, who long to know Your presence, but don’t know where to find You. We pray for those who are alone and without hope, those who long to feel needed and loved, those who are searching for meaning and purpose. Lord, we lift before you our friends and loved ones, as well as the things happening in our community and world that are in need of your healing waters. 
[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones, and community and world concerns)
God, we ask that you would open our hearts to the needs of all who thirst. Give us courage to work together for justice, to stand alongside those who are thirsty, so that all people, everywhere, may live without want or fear, and may discover the abundant life You promise to each one. In the name of Jesus Christ—the source of living water—we pray.  Amen.
[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 
Go now from this service of worship to the service of God’s people near and far, refreshed by the living water that Jesus offers to you. Listen for the parched voices of the least of these; search out the dry places and the arid souls, and become for them a spring of living water. And as you go, may the blessings of the God of life, the Christ of love, and the Spirit of grace be upon you this day and forevermore. Amen

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
